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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Summary of work in Chinatown. San Francisco, for week ended May 

3,1903. 

The following is received from Surgeon Glennan, at San Francisco, 
under date of May 4, being record of work in Chinatown for week 
ended May 3, 1903: 

Number of buildings reinspected 214 

Rooms reinspected 1, 551 

Persons inspected 1, 649 

Sick inspected 49 

Number of sick seen and prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 8 

N umber of dead examined 11 

Number of necropsies 2 

Number of rats examined bacteriologically 75 

Number of rats found with pest infection 

Number of places disinfected 864 

Number of times streets swept and sprinkled with bichloride solution 3 

Number of sewers flushed 5 

Number of notices served to abate plumbing nuisances 35 

Number of plumbing nuisances abated 5 

Number of plumbing nuisances undergoing correction 43 

Total number of inspections of plumbing 158 

Examination of vessels for stegomyia. 

The following is received, under date of April 29, 1903, from Surg. 
H. R. Carter, at Baltimore, Md. : 

The purpose in this examination is to discover: 

(1) What vessels from tropical ports bring stegomyia to the United 
States. 

(2) Which of these bring stegomyia coming aboard at the tropical 
port with immigrants. 

(3) Which take stegomyia aboard at a United States port and return 
with them; the active stegomyia making. a round trip, as it were. 
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(4) To find at what anchorages in tropical ports vessels are liable to 
receive stegomyia from shore, i. e., what anchorages are safe or unsafe 
for vessels in the event of yellow fever prevailing in said port. 

For this there should be undertaken a systematic examination of 
vessels for stegomyia at the tropical port and the United States port 
of arrival and (if a regular liner) of departure. This is best done by 
exposing bowls of water in various places, especially dark places, and 
hatching the eggs; i. e., bowls should be placed aboard at the United 
States port, to be renewed on arrival at the tropical port and exam- 
ined there; fresh bowls to be placed aboard on arrival, to be removed 
either when she leaves or when she reaches her United States destination. 

Adult stegomyia should also be looked for, but failure to find them 
is far from conclusive evidence of their absence unless they be sought 
for, and carefully sought for, several days at the proper time of day, 
late afternoon. 

Obviously, a vessel which has stegomyia aboard on arrival at a trop- 
ical port need not be investigated there to see if other stegomyia go 
aboard her from that port. If, however, a vessel is free from ste- 
gomyia on arrival at a tropical port, the presence of such insects 
aboard while in port, en route, or on arrival at a United States port 
is evidence (proof if larvte on arrival be excluded) that such stegomyia 
were received aboard in the tropical port. 

It is obvious, then, that the vessels the examination of which will 
yield the most information are those between ports, in both of which 
observation can be made. It is also important that most of these ves- 
sels should come to the tropical port free from stegomyia. 

For the solution of the fourth question vessels arriving free from 
stegomyia, lying at moorings at different places in the harbor, should 
be examined. Not much would be learned by examining any vessel 
lying at wharves like those in Habana; she would almost certainly 
acquire stegomyia. Similarly the examination of vessels arriving 
with stegomyia aboard — no matter where the} - lay — would give, I 
think, no useful data. I think that in this latter category would fall 
the regular liners from the Gulf and South Atlantic ports. 

Statistical report of States and cities of the United States — Yearly and 

monthly. 

Connecticut — Stamford. — Month of April, 1903. Estimated popu- 
lation, 20,000. Total number of deaths not reported. No deaths from 
contagious diseases reported. 

Illinois— Joliet— Period from December 29, 1902, to March 2, 1903. 
Census population, 29,353. Number of deaths not reported. Two 
deaths from smallpox reported. 



